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FRIENDS OF ST. REGIS MT. FIRE TOWER - MISSION
Our mission is to restore the St.

Regis Mountain Fire Tower for
safe public access while




Early hikers - Paul Smith’s Hotel Guests

Theodore Roosevelt
1871 - Climbed St. Regis Mt.
12 years old

“Paul Smith’s August 12th/71
We ascended Mount St. Regis today.
From the top of this mountain we had

8
A | ‘ a view of all or almost all the lake
. system of this part of the Adirondacks.”




The Adirondack Survey - 1876

Surveyor Verplanck Colvin’s first ascent of St. Regis Mt.
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Photograph taken by Seneca Ray Stoddard in 1876
Views from Signal Station St. Regis Mt _ North.
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The Adirondack Survey
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Wooden signal station on St. Regis Mountain — circa 1900



1910 — Fire Observation begins

Aftermath of 1908
fire on St. Regis Mt.

#aroh 15, 1910

Your kind favor of Feb. 24th, granting permission
to the Forest, Fiskh and Gmme Commigsion to run lines and
establish en obaorvetion ptation on the top of 5t Regis Moun-
tain, recolved. Commirsioner Thipple directs me to themk
you for your klndiness. Ho will certainly be very gled fo
co-operate with your Mr. Redmood ot Bay Pond by apprising
bim of sny fires digcovered, through the .use of gur ryptom
or by our mens - e elpo wishes to thank y;ou 'f'or.'-;r,"oiz‘r ‘E'mg-
gaa'b-io_na rogerding the direction :vij.inh the telephone line
“Bho14 take end the cemmection Shat might be mndo’st Poul
Smithe. : o o

William Avery Rockefeller, Jr. T oot ot oot o8 1o st

tion has boen delayed somewhat owlng to ihe absense of Comm-

( 1 84 1 = 1 9 2 2 ) » igsioner Whipple end-peverel conferences he-has beon holding

_ ®ith his Fire Superintendents regording this metter.
’ Very tryly.yours;-

Co-founder of LT e _
Standard Oil Company. s00'y t0 Comtoatonsr.

1910 letter to Wm. Rockefeller



St. Regis Mountain Fire
Observation Station

e Active 81 yrs. - 1910 through
1990

e Current tower erected 1918
by the NYS Conservation
Commiission

e 35 foot Aermotor model LS-40
fire tower

* Placed on the State Register of
Historic Places and the National
Register of Historic Places - 2005
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Observers

Stood vigil on
St. Regis Mt. for
31 years.

Protecting the
Forests and
educating the
public.



Obsercer on the summil of St. Regis Mt. What will b« ?:l
fa 4.- md the fate of all the towers in the Adirondac k

Ed Samburgh Covor W Samrs Prsorre

Notables

Albert Otis — from Otisville
(Paul Smiths) 1 of 19
children. Died in the
observer's cabin at age 73
Ed Samburgh — Longest
service. Known for his
handlebar mustache.

Observers

19 Men & 2 Women
Longest service 14
seasons

Shortest service 13
days




Active Service — 1910 to 199
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Cabin built 1939 — Removed 1995




Advocacy
2001 — DEC Public Information Meeting

tower removal

2002 — Advocacy group forms

public meetings, petitions, letters, local resolutions
2005 — Historic designation achieved
2006 — Unit Management Plan (UMP) for the

Saint Regis Canoe Area
fire tower highest profile issue

2010 — (February) DEC Fire Tower Study

called for tower removal
2010 — (October) APA State Land

Reclassification to Historic
0.5 acres St. Regis and Hurricane mountains

2014 — UMP approved for the Saint Regis
Mountain Fire Tower Historic Area

2015 — Friends of St. Regis Mt. Fire Tower —
Stewardship Agreement with DEC
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Restoration 2015

NO MORE THAN 6 PERSONS
ON FIRE FOWERAT A TIME |




ion 2015-2016

Restorat




Restoration 2018-2019 Braces

24 braces = 48 ends
46 ends in failure



Restoration 2018-2019
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Braces

Fabrication
2018
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Restoration 2018-2019 Braces

“ Transportation
of Materials
pAONRS



Restoration 2018-2019 Braces

Installation
2019

Completed
5/12/2019




Restoration 2019 Footings

Repair



Restoration 2019-2022

Finishing




Education Summit Stewards
Partnership with 2015-2022
NYS Department of * -

Environmental Conservation
and
Paul Smith’s College
Adirondack Watershed Institute

Environmental
Conservation

Paul Smith’s College

Adirondack
Watershed
Institute



Education

ic Panels

Panoram

South & East Views —
North & West Views

2023



Education
Paul Smith’s College — VIC

Temporary and Permanent Displays
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opment presses.

the volte in B9 set it aside R s rarely given. Voters and ther represents-
for the use of all the people mmmmu&mmmmi
S — S e g of 9 bk on Wi

‘and conssnuction of

the Northweay, 187 (19581, are among the
most prominent.

-  Original 1918 Tower Phone =


http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiErZKGnovPAhXC4yYKHTmFBeUQjRwIBw&url=http://www.paulsmiths.edu/vic/&psig=AFQjCNEgg0g9i3oLSJDYJ9kOD_T7wZg4oA&ust=1473817923887691

Support

e ic I NGO

1Y

NYS Department of Environmental

Conservation

NY State Police — Aviation N T

Paul Smith’s College / 1
« Adirondack Watershed Institute ‘
e VIC

Fujitsu Frontech North America, Inc. |

A large anonymous three time donor
* roof, braces, panoramic panels ) |

Cloudsplitter Foundation — braces

Many large and small donations

Lake Clear Lodge — Centennial Celebration
and the Annual Light the Tower Party




Executive Board

2022 — PSC VIC

Doug Fitzgerald — Chair

David Petrelli — Emeritus Chair
Nancy LaBombard — Treasurer
Rich LaBombard — Operations
Bob Brand — Education

Ed Hixson — Ambassador
Scottie Adams

Jack Burke

Tom Hirshblond




. Future Projects

Replace Safety Fencing

~ Fabricate and Place =
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... You Can Help

Take a Leadership Role

Assist with Restoration and
Maintenance

Be a Volunteer Steward

1 Make a Donation

«-Friend us on Facebook
" Check out our website
' www.friendsofstregis.org
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